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To:   Felipe Calderón Hinojosa 
 President of Mexico 
 
  Patricio Patrón Laviada 
 Federal Office of Environmental Protection (PROFEPA) 
 
  Juan Rafael Elvira Quezada 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) 
 
 To Public Opinion 
 
By means of this letter, the Mining Association of Sonora, A.C. wishes to express its 
significant concern and indignation with respect to the situation at Cerro de San Pedro, 
San Luis Potosí, where the company Minera San Xavier has been affected by a 
temporary suspension of activities, after the Federal Court of Fiscal and Administrative 
Justice overturned the environmental permit granted legally by SEMARNAT to this 
company. 
 
In face of the obvious ignorance displayed by the relevant authorities in this case, we 
wish to make known that in our association there are more than 67 Mexican Mining 
Companies that work under similar conditions to those that Minera San Xavier has 
operated under since their arrival. None of these companies, not even Minera San Xavier 
itself, has been shown to affect the environment or the communities near to the mining 
sites. 
 
Contrary to what may be supposed, modern mining procedures are far distant from 
predatory activities, and are based on social and environmental responsibility, and 
sustainable development. As mining experts, we are surprised that from one state to 
another of our country, the concept of mining suffers such enormous variations. 
 
The Mining Association of Sonora, A.C. has been closely watching the work that Minera 
San Xavier has carried out since the beginning of their operation and we have been 
witnesses of compliance with all authorizations, permits and conditions that never before 
had been demanded of any mining company before allowing it to start work. We have 
also been witnesses of how Minera San Xavier has become an important source of 
employment and a generator of economic wealth in a region that the Government had 
completely forgotten. 
 
Minera San Xavier and the inhabitants of Cerro de San Pedro have been the object of 
unfounded attacks from small pseudo-ecologist groups who lack genuine aims but that 
have managed to make themselves heard by the authorities. The activities of these 
organizations must undoubtedly be disappointing for true ecologists for it is not ethical to 
hide under a noble banner in the pursuit of specific and mercenary purposes. 
 



We, as miners, have current valid legal permits. And when we see the aberrant action 
taken against a company that has always been  an example of how mining should be 
carried out in a context of social and environmental responsibility at international level, 
we, the 67 companies that are members of  this association, are deeply worried and 
concerned that this situation sets a precedent for any pseudo-ecologist group, with 
incredible and imaginative arguments to close-down our operations affecting not only 
one company, but all the thousands of families who depend on it for a living. 
 
Could they be hoping to achieve a massive exodus of mining investments from our 
country? It is important to remember that only in 2008, the annual value of production 
of the mining industry was 10,489 million USD (1), an amount much larger than the 
Public Health budget of Mexico for the coming year (2). 
 
Having said this, WE DEMAND that all involved authorities and stakeholders avoid being 
victims of groups with petty interests, and that you, as government employees ensure 
that the law is complied with so that we, Mexicans, do not continue to lose jobs in our 
country. Our Association is willing to take part in every action that Minera San Xavier 
carries out in their defense, because it is not a matter of just one mine, it affects all the 
mining industry that from its beginning has been an essential part of the economy of our 
Country. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ASOCIACIÓN DE MINEROS DE SONORA, A.C. 
(MINING ASSOCIATION OF SONORA, A.C.) 
 
 
 
 
Miguel Ángel Marín Payán 
President of the Board 
 
 
 
Sources: 

(1) http://www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/presupuesto/temas/ppef/2010/temas/to
mos/tomo 1/tomo 1 i10.pdf 

(2) http://www.camimex.org.mx/informe/laindustriamineramex.pdf 



 
 
 

 


