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Patricio Patron Laviada
Federal Office of Environmental Protection (PROFEPA)

Juan Rafael Elvira Quezada
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT)

To Public Opinion

By means of this letter, the Mining Association of Sonora, A.C. wishes to express its
significant concern and indignation with respect to the situation at Cerro de San Pedro,
San Luis Potosi, where the company Minera San Xavier has been affected by a
temporary suspension of activities, after the Federal Court of Fiscal and Administrative
Justice overturned the environmental permit granted legally by SEMARNAT to this
company.

In face of the obvious ignorance displayed by the relevant authorities in this case, we
wish to make known that in our association there are more than 67 Mexican Mining
Companies that work under similar conditions to those that Minera San Xavier has
operated under since their arrival. None of these companies, not even Minera San Xavier
itself, has been shown to affect the environment or the communities near to the mining
sites.

Contrary to what may be supposed, modern mining procedures are far distant from
predatory activities, and are based on social and environmental responsibility, and
sustainable development. As mining experts, we are surprised that from one state to
another of our country, the concept of mining suffers such enormous variations.

The Mining Association of Sonora, A.C. has been closely watching the work that Minera
San Xavier has carried out since the beginning of their operation and we have been
witnesses of compliance with all authorizations, permits and conditions that never before
had been demanded of any mining company before allowing it to start work. We have
also been witnesses of how Minera San Xavier has become an important source of
employment and a generator of economic wealth in a region that the Government had
completely forgotten.

Minera San Xavier and the inhabitants of Cerro de San Pedro have been the object of
unfounded attacks from small pseudo-ecologist groups who lack genuine aims but that
have managed to make themselves heard by the authorities. The activities of these
organizations must undoubtedly be disappointing for true ecologists for it is not ethical to
hide under a noble banner in the pursuit of specific and mercenary purposes.



We, as miners, have current valid legal permits. And when we see the aberrant action
taken against a company that has always been an example of how mining should be
carried out in a context of social and environmental responsibility at international level,
we, the 67 companies that are members of this association, are deeply worried and
concerned that this situation sets a precedent for any pseudo-ecologist group, with
incredible and imaginative arguments to close-down our operations affecting not only
one company, but all the thousands of families who depend on it for a living.

Could they be hoping to achieve a massive exodus of mining investments from our
country? It is important to remember that only in 2008, the annual value of production
of the mining industry was 10,489 million USD (1), an amount much larger than the
Public Health budget of Mexico for the coming year (2).

Having said this, WE DEMAND that all involved authorities and stakeholders avoid being
victims of groups with petty interests, and that you, as government employees ensure
that the law is complied with so that we, Mexicans, do not continue to lose jobs in our
country. Our Association is willing to take part in every action that Minera San Xavier
carries out in their defense, because it is not a matter of just one mine, it affects all the
mining industry that from its beginning has been an essential part of the economy of our
Country.

Sincerely,

ASOCIACION DE MINEROS DE SONORA, A.C.
(MINING ASSOCIATION OF SONORA, A.C.)

Miguel Angel Marin Payan
President of the Board

Sources:
(1) http://www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/presupuesto/temas/ppef/2010/temas/to
mos/tomo 1/tomo 1 i10.pdf
(2) http://www.camimex.org.mx/informe/laindustriamineramex.pdf
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ASOCIACION DE MINEROS
DE SONORA, A.C.

Harmosillo, Som., 25 dé noviembre de 2009,

Al C. Felipe Calderdén Hinojosa
Presidente Constitucional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos

C. Patricio Patrén Laviada
Procuraduria Federal de Proteccion al Ambiente

C. Juan Rafael Elvira Quezada
Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales

A |a Opinién Publica

Atraves de este comunicade, la Asociacion de Mineros de Sonora
A.C., gueremos expresar nuestra mas sentida preocupacion e
indignacion ante la situacion que actualmente se vive en Cerro de
San Pedro, San Luis Potosi, en donde la empresa Minera San
Xavier se ha visto perjudicada con una suspensidn temporal de sus
actividades, luego de que el Tribunal Federal de Justicia Fiscal v
Administrativa, anulara el permiso ambiental otorgado de forma
legal por la SEMARMAT, a esta compania.

Ante el avidente desconocimiento de las autoridades competenies
en este caso, informamos que en nuestra asociacion existen mas
de 67 empresas mineras mexicanas que trabajan bajo similares
procedimientos en los que Minera San Xavier ha operado desde su
llegada. Minguna de estas empresas, ni siquiera la propia Minera
San Xavier han presentado algin tipe de afectacién al medic
ambiente o a las comunidades cercanas a los desamollos mineros.

Contrario a lo gue se pudiera pensar, la mineria moderna asta
alejada de |a idea de depredacian, para acercarse cada vez mas a
un concepto de responsabilidad social, ambiental y de desarrollo
aulo sustentable. Como expertos minaros, nos sorprende que de
un estado a otro en nuestro pals, los conceptos de mineria sean
abismalmente diferantes.

La Asociacidn de Mineros de Sonora, A C., ha seguido da cerca los
Irabajos que Minera San Xavier ha llevado a cabo desde el inicio
de sus operaciones y hemos sido testigos del cumplimiento de
todas las autorizaciones, permisos y condicionantes gue nunca
antes, a ninguna empresa minera se le habian impuesto para
poder operar. También hemos sido testigos de como Minera San
Xavier se ha convertido en una importante fuente de empleos y de
generacion de rigueza en una zona an la que el olvido de los
gobiernos era casi total,

Minera San Xavier y los habitantes de Carro de San Pedro han sido
objeto de los atagues infundados de pequedos grupos pseudo-
acologistas cuyo inlends no as genuino, paro gue han logrado
hacer temblar la mano de las autoridades. Con la actuacion de
estas organizaciones, sin lugar a dudas., los verdaderos
ecologistas deben senfirse defraudados ya que no es ético utilizar
una bandera noble para sus propésitos particulares y mercenarios.

Mosotros los minercs, tenemos todos nuestros permisos en regla,
y al considerar todas esas aberraciones en contra de una empresa
gue no ha hecho més que ser un ejemplo de como hacer mineria
con responsabilidad social y ambiantal a nivel internacional,
nosotros las 67 empresas que conformamos esta asociacion,
eslamos profundamente preccupados de gque con esta siluacidn
se finque un precedants &n a qua cualquisr pseudo-ecologista con
argumentos increibles y fantasiosos, tengan el poder de cemrar
nuestras operaciones afectando no sdlo a una empresa, sino a
todas las miles de familias, que de ella dependen.

45erd acaso que desean un éxodo masivo de la inversion minera
en nuestro pais? Cabe recordar que tan sélo en el afio 2008, el
valor anual de la produccién de la industria minera fue de 10,489
millones de dolares (1), cantidad mucho mayor al presupuesta
destinado a la Salud Pablica de México para el proximo afio (2).

Luego de lo anterior, EXIGIMOS a todas las autoridades v partes
involucradas que dejen de ser presas de grupos con intereses
Iotalmente mazguings, v gue coma servidores dal pueblo, hagan
cumplir la ley para evitar que se sigan perdiendo emplecs en
nuastro pais, toda vez que de lo contrario nuestra asociacion esta
dispuesta a participar en cada una de las acciones que Minera San
Xavier lleve a cabo, para defenderse, ya gue no se trata de una
sola mina, es toda la industria minera que desde sus origenes ha
sida pilarfundamental en la economia de nuestro pais.

Alentamente

ASOCIACION DE MINEROS DE SONORA, A.C.
| Ll:‘.‘,}\l_ E

Ing. Miguel Angel Marin Payan
Presidente del Consejo Directive
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